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OECD finds global aid has fallen by 4% in 2012
and warns of its impact on poor countries.

NGOs say Ireland must strengthen its promise on
aid commitments
Irish Development NGOs today warned of how successive aid shortfalls threaten the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and called on the government to
strengthen its promise to spend 0.7% of our GNI on overseas aid by 2015.
The latest statistics from the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), published today, show that Ireland reduced its spending on official development
assistance (ODA) by 5.8% in 2012. This is another cut to Ireland’s spending on ODA, as the
government made a cut of 3.1% in 2011. The Irish aid budget has been reduced five times
and by 32.5% since 2008.
“Aid is crucial to the world achieving the MDGs, helping people in poor countries to
realise their basic rights to food, education and healthcare. But the continuing
financial crisis and the successive aid cuts mean that the MDGs hang in the
balance,” said Hans Zomer, Director of Dóchas, the umbrella group of Ireland’s
overseas aid agencies.
In releasing the aid statistics, the OECD highlighted that “the continuing financial crisis and
euro zone turmoil has led several governments to tighten their budgets”. Yet, they noted that
“Maintaining aid is not impossible even in today’s fiscal climate. The UK’s 2013-14 budget
increases its aid to 0.7% of national income, which gives hope that we can reverse the falling
trend,” and urged other countries to increase their aid as soon as their budget circumstances
allow.
“The OECD revealed that despite the financial crisis, nine countries still managed to
increase their aid. We hope that Ireland will follow this path in 2013.
We encourage the government to use the forthcoming publication f its new White
Paper on overseas aid to detail a plan for achieving the UN goal,” added Zomer.
“Ireland’s overseas aid is effective. It makes real and positive differences to the lives
of millions of people across the developing world. Thanks to aid, nine out of ten of the
world’s children are now in school and poor countries are developing into richer and
better societies. We must keep our promises to the developing world”.
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Notes for the Editor
 In 2000, Ireland committed to reaching the UN target for spending 0.7% of our GNI
on ODA – or overseas aid – by 2007. This target was later moved to 2012. Current
Government policy is to reach the UN target by 2015 at the latest.
 The Government has, to date, not formulated a strategy, or set any interim targets for
its achievement of the 0.7% level by 2015.
 The total 2013 budget for Ireland’s overseas aid programme stood at €622m.
 A summary of the OECD projections is available at
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/aidtopoorcountriesslipsfurtherasgovernmentstightenb
udgets.htm
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